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LRALC’s role in supporting town and parish councils 

with their carbon net zero targets. 



LRALC staff have completed Carbon Literacy 

Training.



Blaby DC Carbon Net Zero project

Autumn 2023

 

LRALC was commissioned by Blaby DC to work with four pilot 
councils to set out their current baseline carbon footprint.

The ultimate aim would be to become carbon neutral by 2030. 

 





Blaby DC Carbon Net Zero project
Autumn 2023

The parishes established a framework for reducing their carbon 
emissions.

Key members of staff or councillors were given the opportunity to attend 
Carbon Literacy training (8 hours). This is normally a significant cost per 
person but was included as part of the trial project.

Parishes were asked to commit to achieving Carbon Literate Organisation 
status. 

 



Blaby DC Carbon Net Zero project

LRALC reported back to Blaby DC on the progress of the project.

LRALC continues to support parishes who are part of the trial with 
training, advice and resources.

Feedback was requested from the participating councils following the 
initial stage of the project and again in mid 2024 to check on progress.

 



https://impact-tool.org.uk

Data accessed 15th April 2025



https://impact-tool.org.uk Data accessed 15th April 2025



What can your town or parish council do?

Statutory responsibility and power: 

Sustainable Energy and Climate Change Act 2006



What can your Town or Parish Council do?



What can your Town or Parish Council do??



What else can your Parish Council do?

Lead by example:

• audit your assets and resources 

• bank ethically

• declare a climate and biodiversity emergency 

• educate your community about climate awareness

• enable practical action

• encourage the community to get involved

• engage with local and neighbourhood planning

• investigate bulk purchasing options

• manage land for nature

• plant trees

• promote low-carbon ways of travelling

• reduce pesticide use

• share examples of good practice

• use local and sustainable suppliers

• work with key stakeholders

• write a sustainability plan

• …

Statutory responsibility and power: 

Sustainable Energy and Climate Change Act 2006
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What should your town or parish council audit?

Think about every area of 

your business.

How do you use, fuel, 

maintain, repair, replace… ?



What should your town or parish council audit?

Even your council 

meetings have a 

carbon footprint!



https://carbonliteracy.com/



https://carbonliteracy.com/local-authorities/



Further projects

Presentations to councils including Annual Parish Meetings.

LRALC can research parish council’s existing carbon 
footprint and help to identify next steps. 



What else can individuals do?
https://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/parish-councils/net-zero-toolkit



What else can individuals do?



How can LRALC help your council?

Now opening up to other councils across the whole LRALC area

Carbon footprint audit

LRALC do not make any claims to be climate change experts.

However, we are experts in parish councils and know about your business. 



What else can individuals do?

https://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/parish-councils/net-zero-toolkit

www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning

www.leicestershireandrutlandalc.gov.uk/climate-change
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