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Three Rivers District 
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The 4 Unparished Wards 
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The 4 Unparished Wards 
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Context 

• Only unparished area in Three Rivers District 

• Last local Parish Council was set up in 1980’s 

• Slightly fractious relationship between TRDC and 
existing Parish Councils 

• Attempt to set up Neighbourhood Forum was 
turned down in 2013 
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Campaign Objectives 

• Create a local council covering the 4 unparished wards 

• Local council to be called Community Council 

• Campaign would be positive  - no negative messages 

• Campaign independent of any political party 

• Ideally petition would be presented by 31 Mar 2015 
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Timeline  

Oct - Dec April – Jun 
 

Jan - Mar Apr - Jun  

Residents Meetings & 
Consultation 

Gathering 
signatures for 
Petition 

Present 
petition to 
TRDC 

Governance 
Review 

2014 2015 

Jul - Sep Jul - Sep Oct - Dec 
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Getting the message out 
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Ballot Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results of the Ballot to Create a Community Council 
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Chorleywood South & Maple Cross 2078 510 24.54% 190 37.25% 320 62.75% 

Moor Park & Eastbury 4642 1409 30.35% 923 65.51% 486 34.49% 

Penn & Mill End 4830 1268 26.25% 637 50.24% 631 49.76% 

Rickmansworth Town 4704 1383 29.40% 762 55.10% 621 44.90% 

Totals 16254 4607 28.3% 2512 54.53% 2058 44.67% 
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CGR - Key Dates 

• Jun/Jul 2016: Residents balloted 

• 20 Jul 2016: Results indicated 3 wards in favour, 1 against 

• 28 Jul 2016: CGR Working Party voted against creation of 
Community Council 

• 16 Aug 2016: Reg Services Committee voted for a 2 ward Parish 
Council 

• 12 Sep 2016: Full Council meeting ratified proposal to create 2 
ward Parish Council 

• 4 Oct 2016: Re-Organisation Order created  
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Outcome of CGR 
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Three Rivers District 

• We took as a compliment that those against the 
creation of a community council likened our marketing 
strategy to Saatchi & Saatchi – “Nothing is impossible” 
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Top Tips for a Successful Campaign 

• Keep pushing the message out – people do change their 
minds 

• Pick a reliable leaflet/letter distribution company 

• Clear all communication with the District Council 

• Start door to door canvassing early 

• Be resilient – you will encounter people who think you are 
the devil incarnate! 

• It will take longer than you expect! 
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First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, 
then they fight you, then you win.  
 

Mahatma Gandhi 

 



www.4wards.net                                                                                                        

        

 

 

               Questions? 


