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#neighbourhoodplanning

A quick reminder of what neighbourhood planning is...

 POWER

to make planning policy or grant planning permission

« RESPONSIBILITY
to meet need and support growth

e INVESTMENT

through Community Infrastructure Levy*

* Communities with a neighbourhood plan in place receive 25% of CIL


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Summary of the idea behind the policy.

3 strands

Giving communities:
Power to make Plans
Responsibility to meet growth needs
And investment in necessary infrastructure
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There are 336 of Local Authorities contain
local panning authoriies designated neighbourhood From the Ground Up

councils) planning areas


http://www.pinterest.com/nplanning/neighbourhood-plans/
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It’s important to engage with the community throughout the process.

The referendum is a unique element of NP. It was originally seen as a barrier by some groups, but the turnouts are showing that when people are asked and are aware, they care about their communities. 

It gives the NP a legitimacy which none of the previous initiatives have had. 



What's in the Plan?
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Vision and statements in plan 
Emphasis distinction, unique qualities
How to define – strong role design led approach helping with this 

“… continue to thrive as a vibrant and distinctive village… to evolve and expand whilst retaining its unique and distinct character…”
“…development will be of the highest possible standards of design, enhancing the quality and distinctiveness of the area…”
“…The vision is of a distinct vibrant community and not a mere dormitory settlement…”
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No standard template – NP are supposed to be distinctive and add value to the existing planning policy framework. Non-planning policies can be helpful, but should be clearly marked out, and not examined.

First 50 published plans : 
27 policies to encourage good design 
17 policies to enable high speed broadband
44 polices to promote retail and employment growth
Six policies promoting renewable energy generation
Housing older people 
Affordable housing 

Upper Eden – 7 policies	Thame over 50 policies	Devonshire Park (Wirral ) 2 
Exeter St James – 25 poicies
Cockermouth – 4 NDOs – shop front and windows




Artist’s Impression of Cockermouth
http://www.allerdale.gov.uk/downloads/Vanguards_Scheme_ Bid - Allerdale BC.pdf
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Presentation Notes
 Neighbourhood Development Orders - another ‘tool’ in the community rights toolbox.  
Enables communities to grant planning permission for specific types of development they want to see go ahead in a particular area within the parish or ‘neighbourhood area’. 
could be a particular development, or a particular class of development (for example retail or housing). They go through the same process as NPs including consultation, examination and referendum. 

Not seen same take-up as NPs, but could be useful if just small changes community want to make.

Cockermouth – passed examination. 4 NDOs to improve the vitality and viability of the town centre following flooding in 2009.
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Ascot and Sunningdale plan 

‘Made’ this week. ��Examiners report, Nigel McGurk – ‘an excellent example of pro-actively providing for a comprehensive development which combines commercial opportunities with community requirements, all wrapped up in a carefully considered, consultation and design focused approach.’

Focus on characterisation, acknowledging and understanding the different characters of different areas. 


But is It making a

difference?
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Presentation Notes
One of the first applications for housebuilding in Upper Eden – consent for a dwelling on a farm that current (restricitve) policy doesn’t allow.

First applications starting to be approved in line with NP. 

Planning approvals based on the Upper Eden Neighbourhood Development Plan: 6
 
Five of the six were under Policy UENDP2 covering housing on farms.  The other one was under the policy on housing for older people.  Four of the six are still awaiting finalisation of S106 agreements but these are expected shortly.

3 more applications in the pipeline


WE'VE DONE IT!
 Congratulations to all ESJF members and associate members

. On the evening of 16th July Exeter City Council adopted the Exeter
St James Neighbourhood Plan.

« The Plan now forms part of Exeter’s statutory development plans
and in future the policies it contains will be used to help determine
planning applications.

* This decision can also be seen as the green light for projects which

have been proposed.
FIND OUT MORE

 The Steering Group has been eager to make a start with Queens
Crescent Garden, the top priority project, and plans are being made
for the setting up of a Community Interest Company to assume
responsibility for the development and future management of this

community green space

Exeter St James
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St James Exeter – number of community projects in their plan. 
Using the proposals as a means to secure grant funding to support their delivery – achieved funding to support the delivery of Queens Crescent Garden which is identified in the Plan as a top priority project. 

About working constructively – students and community post plan
Springboard for wider programme of activity to support delivery
Communities want to stay involved and drive delivery


http://www.exeterstjamesforum.org/queens-crescent-garden
http://www.exeterstjamesforum.org/st james Exeter

| have experience of community development work but somehow this
was different. It involved understanding the constraints imposed by
environmental and planning issues, of accepting growth in an area
where everyone wanted to close the town’s gates.

Instead of a top down approach —this is what is best for your area, it
was a bottom up approach —this is what we want so go and make it

work in planning terms. Tension erupted as the “professionals” had
to listen and produce rather than produce and inform.

The status of the town council has definitely changed, somehow it
seems there is more respect for what a town council does and can do.
The district council is involving us at the first stage of planning
enquiries.

Helen Stewart, Town Clerk
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Neighbourhood Planning is also changing the way that Local Authority Planners engage with Parish Councillors and applications are being determined.

This is leading to a more collaborative approach in places such as Thame where the local community are more ‘clued up’ on planning issues and able to engage more effectively in the debate. Improved relationships in long term.



Resources




@ Planning Practice Guidance

National Planning Policy Framework  Planning Practice Guidance  About

Planning Practice Guidance > Guidance > Neighbourhood Planning

Nelgh bOU rh OOd Plan n|ng Print this guidance section

Provides advice on the neighbourhood planning system introduced by the Localism Act including key stages and
decisions (e.g. deciding neighbourhood areas, the legal tests for neighbourhood plans, and the process of independent
examination and referendum).

ID: 41
Updated: 06 03 2014

1. What is neighbourhood planning?
= What is a neighbourhood plan and what is its relationship to a Local Plan?

» What is a Neighbourhood Development Order?

Who leads neighbourhood planning in an area?

The role of the local planning authority in neighbourhood planning
Designating a neighbourhood area

Preparing a neighbourhood plan or Order

Consulting on, and publicising, a neighbourhood plan or Order
Submitting a neighbourhood plan or Order to a local planning authority

The Independent Examination

e A L o

The neighbourhood planning referendum
10. A summary of the key stages in neighbourhood planning

11. The basic conditions that a draft neighbourhood plan or Order must meet if it is to proceed to referendum
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New planning practice guidance.

Thousands of pages of planning guidance have been boiled down into a manageable and easy to access format, addressing some of the most important issues.
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Learning from others



Neighbourhood Planning and
Students

 Give neighbourhood planners an injection of help and
enthusiasm from students eager to learn about
planning and put their learning to practical use

e Gilve students

v experience of real world planning, community
perspectives, and a major reform to the planning
system

v the basis for essays and research

« Help to embed neighbourhood planning in the
practice and culture of planning over the long term



LPA = £30k

£5k @ designation (+ £5k for forums)
£5k @ submission
£20k @ successful examination
(+ £10k for business areas)

Support, Examination and Referendum
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New money for Forums to recognise extra work.

In addition to monetary resources there is a wealth of information and resources available.

As more and more plans are developed and pass examination the body of resources and examples of best practice will increase.



Communities

Bespoke direct

support
And (/or)

£7k

Mycommunityrights.org.uk
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Parish council v
Neighbourhood Plan v

= 25% uncapped, paid to
Parish

Parish council v
Neighbourhood Plan X

= 15% capped at £100 /
dwelling, paid to Parish

Parish council X
Neighbourhood Plan v

= 25% uncapped, local
authority consults with
community

Parish council X
Neighbourhood Plan X

= 15% capped at £100 /
dwelling, local authority
consults with community

Community Infrastructure Levy
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Aware of concerns over how infrastructure associated with development will be delivered and these changes provide residents with more opportunity to engage and certainty.

We expect Local Planning Authorities and Neighbourhood Forums / Parish Councils to work closely together to agree infrastructure priorities. 

As part of the Governance review changes to make it easier for forums with Neighbourhood Plans that have passed examination to apply to become Parish Councils. 

Cringleford CIL schedule just been adopted, the community there will benefit from levies from the 1,200 houses allocated in their NP.


Department for

Communities and What next? Neighbourhood
Local Government : :
planning review

“We have, | think, now reached the point where there has been
enough experience of neighbourhood planning with enough different
kinds of communities for us to learn lessons and to ask whether there
Is not a version of neighbourhood planning that might be more easily
accessible and quicker for some communities. We are doing that worlk,
and we are very keen to hear from any hon. Members and
communities with their thoughts on how we can achieve that”.

Nick Boles, Minister for Planning, 3 March 2014
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¥ #neighbourhoodplanning

Gov.uk/dclg

My Community Rights:
www.mycommunityrights.org.uk/neighbourhoodplanning

Planning Practice Guidance:
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/


mailto:Aidan.Wilkie@communities.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:Mick.Duggan@communities.gsi.gov.uk
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